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Special Issue: Market Shocks, Travel Stories: Transformation of Tourism and 

Hospitality in the Crosscurrents of Global Trade Dynamics 
 
Aim and Scope  
 
The global tourism and hospitality sectors are increasingly vulnerable to 
macroeconomic shocks, including global trade dynamics and trade shifts, which alter 
cross-border flows of goods, services, and capital (Black & Sinclair, 2003; Blessley & 
Mudambi, 2022; Ladkin et al., 2023; Siriopoulos et al., 2025). In recent years, 
emerging trade landscapes have been portrayed in headlines as villains threatening 
global commerce, painting dire pictures of collapsing markets and disrupted supply 
chains. Tourism, hospitality, events, entertainment, leisure, and recreation have all 
been caught in this storm of speculation and hype. Yet, beyond the loud noise of 
negative media narratives, there remains a glaring scarcity of empirical evidence to 
either confirm or challenge these dramatic claims. Are shifting tariff policies truly 
wreaking havoc on the tourism and hospitality sectors, or are there untold stories of 
adaptation, resilience, and opportunity waiting to be shared (e.g., Prayag, 2018; 
Verma & Gustafsson, 2020)?  
 
Tourism Analysis invites researchers, practitioners, and storytellers from around the 
world to contribute to a special issue exploring the real-life implications of shifting 
tariff policies on travel, tourism, hospitality, events, entertainment, leisure, and 
recreation. We welcome submissions that move beyond the headlines, offering 
rigorous empirical research, insightful case studies, or engaging narratives that 
highlight how regions, communities, and businesses around the world are 
experiencing and responding to shifts in global trade. We seek stories that examine 
complex interdependencies through a theoretical lens, advancing or testing theories 
across diverse paradigms (Gössling et al., 2020).  
 
By weaving data with storytelling, this special issue will offer a global mosaic of 
experiences and perspectives, illuminating the true scope of evolving trade dynamics 
on our interconnected industries. Researchers from every region are encouraged to 
share their evidence, stories, and insights to help shape a clearer understanding of 
how international trade shifts are influencing the world of tourism and hospitality. For 
regional representation, our guest editors come from diverse cultural and geographic 
backgrounds. Understanding how shifting trade policies impact not just supply chains 
but also labor structures and workforce resilience is crucial, particularly for low-skill, 
precarious sectors in tourism and hospitality (Ladkin et al., 2023).  



 
Guest Editors 
 
Dr. Babak Taheri, Texas A&M University, USA 
Dr. Seza Zerman, Karabuk University, Turkey 
Dr. Saloomeh Tabari, Cardiff University, UK 
Dr. Swechchha Subedi, University of Tennessee Knoxville, USA 
Dr. Kwangmin Park, Sejong University in Seoul, South Korea 
 
Estimated Timeline  
 
We invite you to contribute your work that advances the theoretical foundation and 
empirical investigation of trade dynamics in relation to tourism and hospitality. 
Please submit your abstract(s) of 300–500 words via email to Dr. Babak Taheri 
at babak.taheri@ag.tamu.edu. Authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to submit 
full manuscripts for peer review. 
 
To ensure this issue provides timely, actionable insights, all submissions will be 
reviewed and if accepted, published by Fall 2026. 
 
Abstract submission: December 15, 2025 (email babak.taheri@ag.tamu.edu) 
Invitation for full paper submission:  January 15, 2026 
Full paper submission: May 30, 2026 (via Tourism Analysis submission portal) 
Special Issue Publication: Fall 2026 
 
Themes and Topics listed below are provided as guidance; we also encourage 
submissions that explore other relevant dimensions of this subject. 
 
Trade Dynamics and Tourism Flows 

• Exploring new patterns in cross-border travel shaped by evolving trade dynamics 

• Destination-level responses and performance variations amid global trade shifts 

• Learning from historical connections between trade transitions and tourism mobility 

• Understanding the intersections between global trade systems and tourism infrastructure 
growth 
 

Tourism and Hospitality Operations 
• Enhancing supply chain resilience for hotels, restaurants, and resorts 

• Innovations in food and beverage sourcing and creative menu design 

• Opportunities and challenges in event management and logistics under changing trade 
conditions 

• Strategic adjustments in high-value segments such as luxury tourism and cruise industries 
 

Consumer Behavior 
• Influence of economic news and media narratives on travel choices 

• Traveler perceptions of price, value, and availability during trade transitions 

• Adaptive consumer behaviors, including rediscovering local and domestic leisure 
opportunities 

• Shaping traveler confidence and trust in tourism markets during global shifts 
 

Technology, Innovation & Digital Transformation 
• Role of digital platforms and e-commerce in reshaping tourism supply chains during trade 

shifts 
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• Adoption of AI, blockchain, and big data for managing tourism operations under changing 
trade landscapes 

• Smart logistics, digital payment systems, and contactless solutions for resilient tourism 
services 

• Technology-enabled consumer adaptation: online booking behaviors, digital travel 
communities, and virtual tourism 

• Use of digital tools for scenario modeling, forecasting, and crisis response in tourism and 
hospitality 
 

Regional and Global Perspectives 
• Comparative insights into how regions respond to global trade changes in tourism 

• Country-level strategies that build resilience and foster opportunity 

• Voices from underrepresented regions sharing adaptive practices and innovations 

• Cross-regional collaborations to exchange knowledge and best practices 
 

Research Methods 
• Addressing data gaps to strengthen understanding of trade-tourism interactions 

• Employing quantitative, qualitative, and mixed method approaches for richer insights 

• Using narrative and storytelling to capture stakeholder experiences authentically 

• Applying scenario modeling and forecasting to prepare for future possibilities 
 

Strategic Insights and Practical Applications 
• Developing frameworks to enhance preparedness and adaptive capacity in tourism 

• Building public-private partnerships that empower tourism stakeholders 

• Designing effective communication and transparent reporting strategies 

• Drawing lessons for future resilience-building and innovation in tourism and hospitality 
 

 
Guest Editor Expertise 
 
 

Dr. Babak Taheri (babak.taheri@ag.tamu.edu) is an internationally  
recognized scholar in tourism management, service experiences,  

and consumer behavior, whose research spans diverse global  
markets. His work on cross-cultural tourism consumption and  
behavioral responses to external shocks makes him a strong fit for 
examining how trade shifts ripple into travel decisions and  
hospitality sectors. Dr. Taheri’s expertise in modeling tourist  
perceptions under uncertainty will contribute critical insights into  
how trade shifts affect destination choices. As a guest editor, his  

grounded understanding of both theory and empirical methods will  
help shape robust, nuanced contributions for this special issue. 

 

Dr. Seza Zerman (sezazerman@karabuk.edu.tr) is a veteran in tourism 
planning, tourism impacts, and sustainability, with deep experience in 
how destinations respond to external pressures and uncertainty, and 

how these responses are communicated through narratives and 
stories. Her scholarship on systems approach and collective actions 
of stakeholders in balancing development, preservation, visitor 
management, and consumer behavior positions her particularly 
well placed to steer analysis of how tariff-induced shocks affect 
hospitality, events, and recreation systems. Dr. Zerman’s expertise 

in strategic planning under volatile conditions will help ensure the 
special issue addresses both empirical rigor and resilience narratives 

across diverse global contexts. 
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Dr. Saloomeh Tabari (tabaris@cardiff.ac.uk) brings distinguished expertise 
in consumer behavior, expectations, and decision-making processes 

within marketing and the service sector. Her research focuses on 
cross-cultural consumption and communication, aligning closely with 
the evolving dynamics of global trade and how these shape 
consumer behaviors. Her insights into the resilience and 
responsiveness of service systems to external shocks make her 
exceptionally well-positioned to guide contributions exploring the 
impact of tariff shifts on regional service sectors. Dr. Tabari’s 
experience in evaluating policy responses and stakeholder strategies 

lends critical perspective for authors navigating the intersections of 
trade, governance, and tourism. Her guest editorial role will ensure the 

issue bridges theory, empirical insight, and policy relevance across 
global contexts. 

 

Dr. Swechchha Subedi (ssubedi4@utk.edu) is a rising scholar with a 
strong focus on governance, trust, and resilience within hospitality and 

tourism systems. Her work takes a holistic view examining how 
vulnerabilities and experiential challenges can be addressed through 
effective governance which aligns tightly with investigating the 
impact of market shocks on tourism and hospitality. Dr. Subedi 
brings a nuanced understanding of stakeholder relationships and 
adaptive strategies in fragile socio-economic settings, which will 
help the special issue incorporate voices from less-represented 
regions. As a guest editor, her perspective ensures the issue remains 

grounded in community-level experiences and resilience-driven 
storytelling. 

 

Dr. Kwangmin Park (kmpark@sejong.ac.kr) has an extensive expertise 
spanning hospitality management, service operations, consumer 

behavior, and big data analytics within the foodservice and tourism 
industries. His recent research has focused on how external 

shocks, such as regulatory changes, economic crises, and market 
disruptions affect strategic responses and resilience in hospitality 
and tourism organizations, aligning directly with the theme of this 
special issue. Dr. Park brings a global and empirically grounded 
perspective, emphasizing the importance of Asian insights, 
particularly from South Korea and East Asia in understanding the 

ripple effects of global trade policies and economic fluctuations on 
tourism and hospitality. His participation significantly strengthens 

the comparative and cross-cultural focus of this special issue, 
enhancing its mission to explore resilience, adaptation, and strategic 

innovation across the intertwined worlds of trade, travel, and hospitality. 
 
For inquiries, please contact any editor or guest editor as they may relate to the subject matter. 
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