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Overview

This special issue of the Gastronomy and Tourism explores gastronomy and tourism in the
Global South, examining how food cultures, culinary heritage, and gastronomic practices
shape tourism experiences, destination development, and community livelihoods across
Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, and the Middle East.

Gastronomy has become an increasingly important dimension of tourism, influencing
destination branding, visitor motivation and local economic development. However, much of
the existing research has focused on Global North destinations and perspectives, with
comparatively limited scholarly attention given to the diverse gastronomic landscapes of the
Global South. This special issue seeks to address this gap by foregrounding the richness,
complexity and innovation of food tourism practices in emerging and developing tourism
contexts.

Food is deeply embedded in cultural identity, social relations and place-making. In the Global
South, gastronomy tourism often intersects with colonial influences, informal economies,
heritage preservation, sustainability challenges and development priorities. This special
issue welcomes contributions that examine opportunities and debates in gastronomic
tourism, including cultural representation, community participation, environmental
sustainability, and equitable economic outcomes.

The special issue invites conceptual, empirical and case-based research that advances
understanding of gastronomy tourism in diverse Global South contexts, while offering
practical insights for policymakers, destination managers, entrepreneurs and community
stakeholders.

Indicative Themes (including but not limited to)

- Colonial-era gastronomy in the Global South

- Gastronomy tourism and destination development in emerging markets
- Local, hyper-local and indigenous food cultures in tourism experiences
- Culinary heritage, authenticity and cultural representation

- Community-based gastronomy tourism initiatives

- Informal food sectors, street food and tourism engagement
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- Food entrepreneurship and small-scale producers

- Gender, labour, and migration in food tourism

- Diaspora cuisines and transnational culinary flows

- Gastro technology and innovation

- Sustainability and responsible gastronomy tourism

- Gastronomy tourism and livelihoods in rural and urban contexts
- Food festivals, markets and experiential tourism

- Destination branding through cuisine in the Global South

- Visitor motivations and food-related travel behaviour

- Power dynamics and culinary hegemony

- Policy frameworks supporting gastronomy tourism development

Review Process

All submissions will undergo the standard double-blind peer review process of the
Gastronomy and Tourism. Final publication decisions will be made by the Editors in Chief in
consultation with the guest editors based on reviewer recommendations.

Submission Guidelines

Manuscripts should be submitted via the journal’s online submission system. Authors are
advised to consult the Gastronomy and Tourism author guidelines for manuscript
preparation and formatting requirements. All manuscripts should clearly state they are
intended for this special issue ‘Gastronomy and Tourism in the Global South’.

Deadlines
Abstract Submission Deadline: 31 July 2026.

Extended abstracts of up to 500 words should be submitted for initial consideration to:
Dr Shola Osinaike (shola.osinaike@canterbury.ac.uk) by 31st July 2026

Full Paper Submission Deadline: 31 December 2026.
Note: Please be advised that the full review process will start after the submission deadline.

Special Issue Publication: Mid 2027
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